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Peaceful commerce from dividab'e (bores. 

But by degree (land in authentick place ? Sb. Broil. andCreff. 
Inftrufted {hips (hall fail to quick commerce , 

• By which lemoteft regions are ally’d ; 

"Which makes one citv of the univerfe, 

Wh ere fome may gain, and all may be fupply’d. Dry den, 

Thefe people had not any commerce with the other known 
parts of the world Billotfon. 

In anycountn, that hath commerce with the reft of the 
world, it is almoft impoftible now to be without the ufe of 
filver coin. Locke. 

To Commence, v. n. [from the noun.] To hold intercourfe 
with. 

Come, but keep thy wonted ftate. 

With even ftep and muling gait. 

And looks commercing with the Ikies, 

Thy rapt’ foul fitting in thine eyes. Milton. 

Commercial, adj. [from commerce . ] Relating to commerce 

or traffick. 

CQ'MMERE. n.f [Fpench ] A common mother. 

As peace fhould ftill her wheaten garland wear. 

And ftand a commcre ’tween their amities. Shakcfp. Hamlet . 
To CO'M MIGRATE. v.n. [con and migro, Latin. J To re- 
move in a body, or by confent, from one country to' 
another 

Commigra'tion. n.f [from cymmigrated] A removal of a 
large body of people from one country to another. 

Both the inhabitants of that and of our world loft all 
memory of their commigraiion hence. Woodward? $ Hat. Hijl. 
COMMUTATION. n.f [commwatio, Latin.] 

1 . A threat ; a denunciation of punifliment, or of vengeance. 

Some parts of knowledge God has thought fit to feclude 
from us, to fence them not only by precept and comminution , . 
but with difficulty and impoffibilities. Decay of Piety. 

2. The recital of God’s threatenings on ftated days. 

Com minatory, adj. [from commi nation ] Denunciatory; 

, threatening. 

To Commingle, v. a. [ commifceo, Latin.] To mix into 
onemafs; to unite intimately ; to mix; to blend. 

Bleft are thole, 

Whofe blood and judgment are fo well commingled , 

That they are not a pipe for fortune’s finger. 

To found what flop fhe pleafe. Shakefpcare s Hamlet . 

To Commingle, v. n. To unite with another thing. 

Difiolutions of gum tragacanth and oil of fweet almonds do 
not commingle , the oil remaining on the top till they be 
ftirred. ° Bacon s P by flea l Rem. 

ComminCible. adj. [from comminute Frangible; reducible 
to powder; fufceptible of pulverifation. 

The beft diamonds are comminuiblc without it ; and are fo 
far from breaking hammers, that they fubmit unto peftillation, 
and refill not any ordinary peftle. Browne’s Vulgar Errours. 
To CO'M MINUTE. v. a. [comminuo, Latin,] To grind; to 

pulverife; to break into fmall parts. 

Parchment, {kins, and cloth drink in liquors, though them- 
felves be intire bodies, and not comminuted , as fan d and allies. 

Bacon s Natural Hijlory , N J . Boo. 

Comminu/tion. n. f. [from comminute . ] The aft of grinding 

into fmall parts ; pulverifation. _ . . , 

Caufes of fixation are the even fpreadmg of the Ipirits and 
tangible parts, the clofenefs of the tangible parts, and the 
iejunenefs or extreme comminution of fpints; of which the 
two firft may be joined with a nature liquefiable. . -a on. 

The jaw in men and animals furniflied with grinders, hath 
an oblique or tranfverfe motion, neccflary for comminution m 
the meat. . . Ray on the Creation. 

This fmiting of the fteel with the flint doth only make a 
comminution , and a very rapid whirling and melting of iome 
particles ; but that idea of flame is wholly in us. Bentley. 
Com MISERABLE, adj. [from com infer ate.] Worthy of. com- 
panion ; pitiable; fuch as muft excite fympathy or forrow. 

It is the finfulleft thing in the world to deftitute a plantation 
once in forwardnefs : for, befides the difhonour it is the 
guiltinefs of blood of many commijerable perfons. Bacon s LJJ. 

This was the end of this noble and commiferable perfon 
Edward eldeft foil to the duke of Clarence. Bacon s Hen. V . 
To COMM I'SERATE. v. a. [ con and mifereor, Lat.J 1 o pity ; 

to look on with compaifion ; to compaflionate. 

Then we muft thofo, who groan beneath the weight 
Of age, difeafe, or want, commiferatc. 1-enbam. 

We fhould commiferatc our mutual ignorance, and endea- 
vour to remove it. — 

Commisera'tion. n.f. [from commiferatc .] iy» * ’ 

fion ; tendernefs, or concern for. another s pains. 

Thefe poor feduced creatures, whom I can neither fpeak 
nor think of but with much commiferation and pity. Hooker . 

Live, and hereafter fay 
A mad man’s mercy bade thee run away. 

I do defy thy commiferation , 

And apprehend thee for a felon here. Sbak. Rom.andju.ie. 
God knows with how much commiferation, and lo.iuto' . 
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caution, I carried on that bunnefs, that I might neither en- 
courage the rebels, nor difeourage the Proteftants. K. Charles. 
She ended weeping ; and her lovely plight 
Immoveable, ’till peace obtain’d from fault 
Acknowledg’d and deplor’d, in Adam wrought 
Commiferation. RJiltons Paradfe Lojl , b. x. 1. 940. 

From you their eftate may expeft effeftual comfort, fince 
there are none from whom it may not deferve commiferation. 

Sprat's Sermons. 

No where fewer beggars appear to charm up commiferation , 
yet no where is there greater charity. Graunfs Bills of Mart. 

I prevailed with myfelf to go and fee him, partly out of 
commiferation , and partly out of curiofity. Swift. 

COMMISSARY, n . f [commiffariuSj low Latin.] 

1. An officer made occaflonally for a certain .purpofe ; a dele- 
gate ; a deputy. 

2. It is a title of ecclefiaftical jurifdiftion, appertaining to fuch 
as exercifes fpiritual jurifdiftion (at leaft fo far as his com- 
miffion permits) in places of the diocefe fo far diftant from 
the chief city, as the chancellor cannot call the fubjefts. Cozuel. 

The commiffaries of bifhops have authority onjy in fome 
certain place of the diocefe, and in fome certain caufes of the 
jurifdiftion limited to them by thebifhop’s commiffion. Ayliffe. 

3. An officer who draws up lifts of the numbers of an army, 
and regulates the procuration and conveyance of provifion or 
ammunition. 

But is it thus you Englifh bards compofe ? 

With Rur.ick lays thus tag inflpid profe ? 

And when you fhould your heroes deeds rehearfe, 

Give us a commiffary s lift in verfe? Prior. 

Co'mmissarishjp. n. f [from commiffary .] The office of a 
commifiary. 

A commffarifnip Is not grantable for life, fo as to bind the 
fucceeding bifhop, though it fhould be confirmed by the dean 
and chapter. Ayliffe s P ar ergon. 

COMMISSION, n.f [1 commiffio , low Latin.] 

1 . The acl of entrufting any thing. 

2. A truft ; a warrant by which any truft is held, or authority 
exercifed. 

Commiffion is the warrant, or letters patent, that all men 
exercifing jurifdiftion, either ordinary or extraordinary, have 
for their power. Coved. 

Omiflion to do what is neceffiary, 

Seals a commiffion to a blank of danger. Sb. Broil, and Cieff 
The fubjefts grief 

Comes through commiffons , which compel from each 
The fixth part of his fubftance, to be levied 
Without delay. Shakefpcare s Henry VIII. 

He led our powers ; 

Bore the commiffion of my place and perfon ; 

The which immediacy may well ftand up, 

And call itfelf your brother. Shakefp. King Lear. 

He would have .them fully acquainted with the nature and 
extent of their office, and fo he joins commtff.on with mftruc- 
tion : by one he conveys power, by the other knowledge. South. 

3. A warrant by which a military officer is conftituted. 

Solyman, filled with the vain hope of the conqueft of Per- 
fia, gave out his commiffons into all parts of his empire, for 
the raifing of a mighty army. Knolies's hif. of the Lurks. 

’ I was made a colonel ; though I gained my comm ff on by the 
horfe’s virtues, having leapt over a iix-bar gate. AddiJ. Kite:. 
He for his foil a gay commipn buys. 

Who drinks, whores, fights, and in a duel dies. l ope. 

4. Charge; mandate; office; employment. 

It was both a ftrange commipn , and a ftrange obedience to 
a commipn , for men, in the midft qf their own blood, and 
beino- fo furioufly aflailed, to hold their hands contrary to the 
laws of nature and neceffity. Bacons War with Spain. 

Such commit] ton from above 
I have receiv’d, 10 anfwer thy defire 
Of knowledge within bounds : beyond, abftain 
To afk> Miltons Paradfe Lof. 

At his command the ftorms invade; 

The winds by his commipn blow; _ , 

’fill with a nod he bids themceafe. v D ae • 

He bore his great csmmif.on in his look; , 

But fweetlv temper’d awe, and foften’d all hefpokc. ry. 
c. Aft of committing a crime; perpetration. Sins of commij- 
fan are diftinguifhed in theology from fins of omiEion. 

Every commiffion of fin introduces into d* Sermons. 

in the habit of known jin, whether 

commiffion of fomething which God hath {or f] e g Set)/am _ 
omiflion of fomething commanded. 

6. A number of people joined in a truft or o. ce. 

7 . The ftate of that which is intrufted to a number J 

officers ; as the bread Jcal was put into c f 7 f ml A‘° n ' j f or 

8. [In commerce ] The order by which a a 

another perfon. ^ • to 

To Commission, v. a - [Lorn commipn .] 0 P ’ 

appoint. s The 
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The peace polluted thus, a chofen band ' 

He *.vii . /. 648. 

In threat ningemMm/. ^ r r-p r-om- 

To Com all's si or! at e . v, a. [from cemniffion-} 10 com 

miffion ; to empower. the apo ft] cs 

A< he was thus fent by his father, lo ai.o were i 



dcfign was of the greateft and moil weighty 

/ r rfmm rnmiw flton 1 One included in a 

Commissioner. n.J . [trom commijj^u j 

who hath commiffion as lexers parents, 

W otSS ^rXh l &h yonr centners 

came into En,ak with whomcov, 

nants were concluded. ■ -fir 

1 he arch bifhop was made one of the commipnei 


treafury. 


he th&t 


it 


a dram of 
Bacon. 


Suppofe itinerary commlfmers to infpefl, throughout : the 
kingdom, into the conduct of men in office, with refpec. to 
morals and religion as well as abilities. wl J • 

Like are their merits, like rewards they {hare, _ 

That fiiines a conful, this commipner . j- ope s Dunc/ad. 

Commi'ssuse. »,/. lemmfir*, Latin.] Joint; a place where 

one part is joined to another. . 

All thefe inducements cannot countervail the inconvenience 
of disjointing the commifures with lo many fcro.ies ol t ie 
, . d Wotton s Architecture. 

This animal is covered with a ftrongfhell, jointed fixe ar- 
mour by four tranfverfe commpres in the middle of the body, 
connefted by tough membranes. Ray on we Creation. 

To COMMIT, v. a. [ ccmmittc , Latin ] 

1. To intruft; to give in truft; to put into the hands or 
another. 

It is not for your health thus to commit 
Your weak condition to the raw, cold morning. . Shakefp. 
They who are defirous to commit to memory, might have 
eafe. 2 Mac. ii. 25 • 

2. To put in. any place to be kept fiife. 

Is my mufe controul’d 

By fervile awe ? Born free, and not be bold ! 

At leaft I’ll dig a hole within the ground. 

And to the trufty earth commit the found. Dryd. Perf. Sat. 

3. To fend to prifon ; to imprifon. 

FI ere comes the nobleman that committed the prince, for 
ftriking him about Bardolph. Shakefpeare s Henry IV. p. ii. 

"I 'hey two were committed , at leaft reftrained of their 
liberty. • Clarendon. 

So though my ankle {lie has quitted, 

Mv heart continues ftill committed ; 

And, like a bail’d and main priz’d lover. 

Although at large, I am bound over. Hudibras , p. ii. 

4. To perpetrate ; to do a fault ; to be guilty of a crime. 

Keep thy word juftly ; fwear not ; commit not with man’s 
fvvorn fpoufe. * Shakefpeare' s King Lear. 

Letters out of Ulfter gave him notice of the inhumane mur- 
ders committed there upon a multitude of the Proteftants. Claren. 

A creeping young fellow committed matrimony with a brilk 
gamefome lafs. L'EJlrange. 

’Tis policv 

For fon and father to take different Tides ; 

Then lands and tenements commit no treafon. Dryden . 

Commitment, n. f. [from commit .] Aft of fending to pri- 
fon ; imprifonment. 

It did not appear by any new examinations or commitments , 
that any other perfon of quality was difeovered or appeachcd. 

Bacon s Henry V II. 

1 hey were glad, to compound for his bare commitment to the 
Tower, whence he was within few days enlarged. Clarendon 
I have been conficlering, ever fince my commitment , what ii 
might be proper to deliver upon this occafion. Swift. 

2. An order for lending to prifon. 

Committee. n.J] [from commit.] 

Thofe to whom the coniideration or ordering of any mat- 
ter is referred, either by fome court to whom it belongs, or 
by confent of parties. As in parliament, after a bill is read, 
it is either agreed to and paffed, or not agreed to ; or neither 
oi thefe, hut referred to the confideration of fome appointed 
by the houfe, to examine it farther, who thereupon are called 
a committee. Cnvel. 

Manchefter had orders to march thither, having a committee 
of the parliament with him, as there was another committee of 
theScottilh parliament always in that army; there being alfo 
now a committee of both kingdoms refiding at London, for the 
carrying on the war. Clarendon. 

All corners were filled with covenanters, confufion, com- 
mitiee men, and foldiers, ferving each other to their ends of 
revenge, or power, or profit; and thefe committee men and 
loldiers were poffieft with this covenant. Walton , 


Committer, n.f. [from commit.} 'Perpetrator; 

commits. , nqrta kcr of other 

Such an one makes a man not 01 > ‘ P* {] ^ t 

men’s fins, but a deriver ot 

fo as to leave the anmatta as ft. 0 , be com - 

CoMMl'TTIBLE. adj. [from commit. J Liable to 

mi pefides the miftakes committibU in the folary compute of 

years t: defence of chronology difturbs his computes 

> Browns Vulgar Err outs , b. l\ . c. 12 . 

1 r •/’ „ T ctf 1 To min°'le ; to blend; 

To Commi x, v. a. [commijceo^ Lat.J 1 o a > 

to mix ; to unite with things in one mals. 

A dram of gold, diffblved in aqua regia, with 

Conner in aqua fortis commixed , gave a great co our. 

C TLl written againft the fpontaneous p-ration of frogs 

in the douds; or, on the earth, out of 

"Tfis manifeft by this experiment, that the commixed impref- 
fronsof all the colours do ftir up and beget a fenlat o 
white; that is, that whitenefs is compounded ^ f 

CommT'xion. n.f. [from commix. ] .Mixture; incorporation 

of different ingredients. . c 

Were thy commixion Greek and I rojan, 10 
That thou could’ft fay, this hand is Grecian all, 

And this is Trojan. Shakefpeare s Troilus and Creffida. 

Commi’xtion. n.f [from commix.] Mixture; incorporation; 

union of various fubftances in one mafs. 

Some fpecies there be of middle and participating natures, 
that is, of birds and beafts, as batts, and fome few others, 
fo confirmed and fet together, that we cannot define the be- 
ainnino- or end of either; there being a comnnxtion of both 111 
the whole, rather than adapation or cement of the one unto 
the other. Brown s Vulgar Errours, b. 111. 

Commixture, n. f [from commix.] . , , . 

j. The aft of mingling; the ftate of being mingled; incorpo- 
ration ; union in one mals. 

In the commixture of any thing that is more oily or fweet, 
fuch bodies are leaft apt to'putrefy, the air working little upon 
t hem. Bacons Natural Hijlory , N u . 350. 

2. The mafs formed by mingling different things ; composition; 
compound. 

Fair ladies, mafk’d, are rofes in the bud ; 

Or angels veil’d in clouds : are rofes blown, 

Difmafk’d, their damafk fweet commixture fhewn. Shakefp . 

My love and fear glew’d many friends to thee ; 

And now I fall, thy tough commixtures melt. 

Impairing Henry, ftrength’ning mifproud York. Shakefp. 
There is fcarcely any rifing but by a commixture of good and 
evil arts. Bacon , Epy 15. 

All the circumftances and refpeft of religion and ftate inter- 
mixed together in their commixture , will better become a royal 


hiftory, or a council-table, than a Angle life. W itton. 

Commo'de. n.f [French.] The head-drefs of women. 

Let them refleft how they would be affected, fhould they 
meet with a man on horfeback, in his breeches and jack-boots, 
dreffed up in a commode and a nightrail. Spcdlat. N°. 435* 
She has contrived to {hew her principles by the fetting of 
her commode ; fo that it will be impoflible for any woman that 
is difaffefted to be in the fafhion. Addifon s Freeholder t Nfi 8. 

She, like fome penfive ftatefman, walks demure, 

And fmiles, and hugs, to make deftruftion fure ; 

Or under high commodes , with looks ereft, 

Barefac’d devours, in gaudy colours deck’d. Granville. 

COMMODIOUS, adj. •[ cornmodus , Latin.] 

1 . Convenient ; fuitahle ; accommodate to any purpofe ; fit ; 
proper ; free from hindrance or uneafinefs. 

Such a place cannot be commodious to live in ; for being fo 
near the moon, it had been too near the fun. Raleigh's Hi/}. 

To that recefs, commodious for furprize. 

When purp'e light {hall next fuffufe the Ikies, 

With me repair. - Pope's Odyff. b. iv. /. 5 50,. 

2. Ufeful ; fuited to wants or neceflities. 

If they think we ought to prove the ceremonies commodious , 
they do greatly deceive themfelves. Hooker , b. iv. feet. 4. 

Bacchus was grown a proper young man, had found out 
the making of wine, and many things elfe commodious for 
mankind. Raleigh's Hijlory of the World , b. i. c. 6. f 5. 

The gods have done their part, 

By fending this commodious plague. Dryden' s Oedipus. 

Maro’s mufe, 

Thrice facred mufe, commodious precepts gives, 

Inftruftive to the fwains. Phillips. 

CommoTiously. adv. [from commodious .] 

1. Conveniently. 

At the large foot of an old hollow tree, 

In a deep cave feated commodioufy , 

There dwelt a good fubftantial country moufe. Coze lev. 

2. Without diftrefs. 

We need not fear 

To pafs commodioufy this life, fuftain’d 

3 Bv 
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